Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.078; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
In the title compound {systematic name: [2-(3-cyano-4-isobutyloxyphenyl)-4-methyl-1,3-thiazole-5-carboxylic acid (febuxostat) methanol monosolvate}, C 16 H 16 N 2 O 3 SÁCH 4 O, the benzene and thiazole rings in the febuxostat molecule are twisted at 5.3 (1) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the febuxostat and methanol molecules into helical chains along the 2 1 screw axis. 
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Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Gout is a disorder caused by deposition of monosodium urate crystals in joints and other tissues as a result of extracellular urate supersaturation. However, hyperuricemia is the most important risk factor for the development of gout and occurs as a result of increased uric acid production (Takano et al., 2005) . Febuxostat is a novel non-purine selective inhibitor of xanthine oxidase which is currently under investigation for the management of hyperuricaemia in patients with gout (Khosravan et al., 2007) . Many patents and papers have been reported on the synthesis, polymorphism, stability and bioavailabitily of this drug (Hiramatsu et al., 2000; Sorbera et al., 2001; Zhou et al., 2007) . The single-crystal structure of febuxostat pyridine solvate has been reported by Zhu et al. (2009) . In the present study, we report the crystal structure of febuxostat methanol solvate (I).
The asymmetric unit of (I) consists of one febuxostat molecule and one methanol molecule ( 
Experimental
The crude product supplied by Zhejiang Huadong Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd, was recrystallized from methanol solution giving colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å and included in the refinement in riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq or 1.5U eq (carrier atom). 
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